350	GREAT TRADE ROUTE
And it must not be forgotten that the moral revolt from
slavery was not so very universal even by 1860 after all the
incitements of Garrison and Mrs. Stowe—who had never
been in the South or seen a slave. Nor, indeed, was it much
more existent in the slaves themselves. The number of slaves
who attempted to escape by the underground passage was
ludicrously small ... a few thousands in the course of
years out of a negro population of three millions. . . .
And during the five years of the war that population left
in charge of the women, children, homes, and treasures of
their absent masters committed not a single recorded outrage
against any of them.
It is therefore not to be wondered that the leaders of the
North like Lincoln or Grant—who were familiar with the
traditions of the South and themselves of Southern origin—
it is not to be wondered at that they were not enthusiastically
in favour of the abolition of slavery, though Lincoln himself
was determined on the war for economic reasons.
In one of his stump speeches when preparing for his pre-
sidential campaign Lincoln says:
"There is a physical difference between the white and black
races which will for ever forbid the white and the black races
living together in social or political equality* There must be a
position of inferior and superior and I am in favour of assigning
the superior position to the white man."
It is true that the speech was delivered in Charleston. . . .
But even his inaugural speech contains the better known
statement that he had no purpose directly or indirectly to
interfere with the institution of slavery , . . that he had
neither the right nor the inclination. And as late as his
resolution of 1862 slavery was not abolished in the States
that had not seceded and seceding,States were offered com-
pensation if they consented to the abolition of slavery. As
for Grant, when he was the broken-down hanger-on of his
wife's Southern relatives, he attempted to sell his wife's
slaves—there were only two—but without success.
The fact is that slavery, if it made the war possible by en-
raging the peoples of both the South and North and digging

